Notes on the vocalizations of Ashy Prinia (Prinia socialis)
Peter Boesman

In the following we briefly analyze and compare voice of the different races of Ashy Prinia
(Prinia socialis). We also try to quantify the extent of any vocal differences using the criteria
proposed by Tobias et al. (2010), as a support for taxonomic review. We have made use of
sound recordings available on-line from Xeno Canto (XC) and Macaulay Library (ML).
Song of all races is a complex composite note repeated at a regular pace, typically in strophes of
some 5-8 repeats. Our main interest is to evaluate song of brevicauda compared to other races,
as vocal difference has been noted in HBW Alive (Madge 2016) and Rasmussen et al. (2012).
Some examples of song:
Sri Lanka (brevicauda):

1

socialis

stewarti

2

inglisi (n=1)

From the above it is clear that there is considerable variation in the composite note within all
races, with more variants becoming available with increasing number of recordings.
brevicauda does not seem to differ significantly in any basic sound parameter (although possibly
reaching on average slightly lower frequencies than other races).
Song of inglisi seems to be quite different with note elements in a narrow frequency range, but
this is based on a single recording and example 4 of socialis is actually quite similar.
When more recordings become available, a more profound analysis may reveal slight
differences in vocabulary, but at this stage, we can only conclude that brevicauda does not show
consistent vocal differences in comparison with other races.
This note was finalized on 10th March 2016, using sound recordings available on-line at that
moment. We would like to thank in particular the many sound recordists who placed their
recordings for this species on XC and ML.
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